Abstract. Three magnetic components have been isolated in
Introduction
The composite nature of Asia as an assemblage of crustal blocks has long been known [e.g., Argand, 1924; Mitchell, 1981 
Geology and Pa!eomagnetic Results

Daqing Formation
The Middle Ordovician fossiliferous Daqing Formation is composed of 220 m of thick-bedded gray dolomitic limestones that are gently tilted eastward with dips less than 20 ø where sampled. The stratigraphic and geological setting of the Ordovician formations is described by Liang et al. [1984] . Severe weathering of outcrops at other localities prevented us from sampling for a fold test. Sampling was carded out stratigraphically over at least 70 m of section at less than 1-m intervals in order to recognize reversals. NRM intensifies range from 0.2 to 1 mA/m, and all samples reveal similar behavior during demagnetization (Figure 2a, b) . At low temperatures, a northerly and downward magnetization component is removed with a direction parallel to the presentday field, followed by linear decay to the origin of a northeasterly magnetization (A component). Sample and sitemean directions are shown in Figure 2c -e (see also Table 1 ).
The blocking temperatures (Figure 2a,b) and rapid Isothermal Remanent Magnetization acquisition [Fang, 1989] suggest that the magnetization in these carbonates is carried by magnetite. Blocking temperatures (Figure 3a-c Figure 3 d-e) . Each of these directions shows one polarity only, and both Hongshiya directions pass the fold test, but this has marginal relevance in so far as the age of magnetization is concerned. 
